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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 3 7 CFR §§ 1.56 and 1.97, the Applicant takes 
this opportunity to call to the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office documents that may be material to the 
prosecution of this application. The documents the Applicant 
now provides to the Office under cover of this Statement are 
listed on the attached Form PTO-1449.. 

This paper is submitted before the issuance of any first 
substantive Office Action for this application. Accordingly, 
no fees are due in order to ensure consideration of the cited 
documents . 

Two of the cited documents, European Patent Publication 
Nos . 0 442 676 and 0 559 222 were cited in a Search Report 
issued by The (British) Patent Office. A copy of the Search 
Report under which these documents were cited is enclosed. 

Three of the cited documents, U.S. Patent No. 5 715 459 
and European Patent Publication Nos. 0 798 673 and 0 874 311, 
were cited by the European Patent Office in review of a 
corresponding PCT application. A copy of the International 
Search Report the EPO issued is enclosed. 
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The relevancy of the documents cited in the Search 
Reports is set forth in the Search Reports. 

The remaining document is U. S. Patent No. 5 327 529. 
This document was reviewed by the applicant's assignee for 
being relative to its business. 

Further commentary regarding the relevancy of the cited 
documents is not believed necessary at this time. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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FIRST CLASS MAILING CERTIFICATE 

Sir : 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service under 37 CFR 1.8 as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington DC 20231, on October 9, 2001. 
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